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11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by 

human hands)—12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God 

in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ.  
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 

peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 

death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those 

who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 

people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together 

and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Yesterday, I spent the morning down in Stephens City at Scott and Tiffany’s house for the Route 

11 Yard Crawl.  As I sat in their front yard one of the things I couldn’t help but admire was the 

construction of the buildings around me.  Many of them are old brick structures and others are even built 

out of stone.  Right along Rte. 11 or Main Street Stephens City there are some areas where retaining 

walls built out of field stones separate the roadway from the homes along its side.  Travel a little farther 

down the road and you’ll find piles of rocks along the sides of the highway that farmers once built to 

keep their cattle in check.  Head East on Interstate 66 and within about an hour, you’ll start to see a 

different kind of wall, a sound barrier that’s been constructed to keep the noise of the freeway from the 

neighborhoods that front against it. 

Whether they’re the walls of our homes, walls to keep our roadways safe, or walls to keep the 

sounds of the road on the road, many of the walls we build are intended to bring us safety, comfort, and 

peace.  But there are other times, aren’t there, where we build walls perhaps seeking an illusion of peace, 

when really what we want is division.   

When neighbors get into a row over one thing or another often the solution that’s reached to 

“keep the peace” is to build a fence between the two yards.  And what about emotionally?  When 

somebody offends us or hurts us or lets us down so often our very first instinct is to throw up that 

invisible barrier.  We ignore them.  We cut them off.  We try avoiding them at all costs in a passive 

attempt to “keep the peace.”   

The problem with walls is that they aren’t a permanent solution.  They don’t change anything.  

They just hide it.  The walls of our homes don’t change the fact that it’s windy or rainy outdoors.  They 

simply protect us from the weather and only so long as we stay inside.  The fence between yards doesn’t 



mend the ill-will between neighbors, it only makes it so they can’t see each other’s faces.  And the 

emotional barriers we construct around ourselves don’t actually bring peace to our relationships with 

other people, they just shut the world out until finally the stress is too great and the walls come crashing 

down. 

True peace doesn’t come from building walls and putting up barriers.  True peace comes from 

tearing down walls and building a temple.  There’s only one person who could tear down the walls that 

needed to fall to bring true peace to mankind.  There is only one person who could build the temple in 

which those people could find peace with one another.  That person is Jesus Christ, our Savior.  As we 

continue our study of St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians this morning his encouragement to you, if you 

want peace in your life, is to seek the peace that is yours through Jesus.  

There are two different walls that we heard about in our lesson from Ephesians. The first was in 

verses 11 and 12: Remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision”… remember that at that time 

you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants 

of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 

What Paul has to say to the Ephesian believers is true of you and I as well.  We were once 

separate from Christ.  And all the terrible truths that accompany that separation held true for you and me 

as well.  We were excluded from citizenship in God’s kingdom.  We were cut off from the covenants of 

the promise.  We were without hope.  Finally, we were without God in this world.  That is the picture of 

each and every one of us prior to our introduction to those promises of the covenant, that beautiful 

gospel message.   

But how is it fair that we were ever in that position at all?  Why would God build up a barrier to 

cut anyone off from His kingdom, from His presence, and from His blessings?  Isaiah the prophet gave 

us the answer in our Old Testament lesson.  It is not that God’s arm is too short to save all people or 

that His ear is too dull to hear them.  It is not God who has put up the barrier between Himself and 

mankind.  Rather, Isaiah tells us, your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 

hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear (Isaiah 59:1-2). 

The wall that stood between us and God was a wall of sin, a wall of our own construction.  

That’s the lie of sin.  It promises to give us peace or comfort or security, but in the end, all that sin 

delivers is to drive us even farther from God.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  As far from God as we may have strayed in our lost 

condition, the Good Shepherd found you and brought you home.  As high as the wall of your sins may 

have towered, God laid them all on Jesus and in His death, He has borne them away.   

Of the many miracles that took place at the death of our Savior perhaps the most beautiful is one 

that both Matthew and Mark tell us of, that at the moment of Jesus’ death the curtain in the temple was 

torn in two.  For fifteen hundred years that curtain had hung over the entrance to the Most Holy Place, 

the innermost chamber of the temple and the tabernacle, a constant reminder to the people that God is 

holy; He is separate from us and unapproachable.  But Jesus did not leave us with a God who is 

unapproachable.  That curtain tearing in two proclaims to us that through His death He has reconciled us 

to God so that now, in Jesus, we have full access to God and are welcome in His presence. 

Earlier, I mentioned that there are two kinds of walls that the Apostle Paul addressed in our 

lesson this morning.  The second one comes in verses 14 and 15: For [Jesus] Himself is our peace, 

who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by 

setting aside in His flesh the law with its commands and regulations.   

What Paul is talking about here is the fulfillment of the Old Testament’s civil and ceremonial 

laws by Jesus.  The civil law (dealing with God’s governance of the nation of Israel) and the ceremonial 



law (such as all the dietary restrictions He had given them pertaining to clean and unclean food) were 

given by God to Israel to set them apart from rest of the world.  They were meant protect Israel from the 

heathen influence of the surrounding nations until the promised Messiah came.  With the arrival of 

Jesus, and the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation at the cross, that separation between Israel and the 

rest of the world was no longer necessary. 

Those rules and regulations, useful as God had intended for keeping Jews and Gentiles apart, had 

also bred a great deal of ill will and hatred between the two groups.  The Jews in their pride viewed 

themselves as superior to the Gentiles and the Gentiles in their pride viewed the Jews self-righteous 

goody-two-shoes and hypocrites.  The civil and ceremonial laws had become a “dividing wall of 

hostility.”   

Sound familiar?  Even with the Old Testament fulfilled by Jesus, aren’t there “dividing walls of 

hostility” that still pop up in this New Testament age?  There are the classics—those dividing walls that 

have withstood the test of time—race, gender, social or economic status, and one’s favorite NFL team.  

And then there are the more nuanced walls that each of us is so adept at constructing.  I don’t really like 

the way that person smells, I don’t think I really want to talk to them.  That girl always seems to have a 

sour look about her face, I can probably avoid confrontation by simply avoiding her altogether.  He’s a 

friendly enough guy, but I just can’t handle the sound of his voice, and the way he laughs—oh, you have 

got to be kidding me! 

God’s purpose in Jesus, the Apostle Paul tells us, was to create in Himself one new humanity 

out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the 

cross, by which He put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who were far 

away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we all have access to the Father by one 

Spirit.  Jews and Gentiles, Americans and foreigners, men and women, rich and poor, weird smelling, 

funny sounding, sour faced, Jesus came to reconcile both you and them to God and to one another. 

His love saw the wall of sin that separated us from God razed to the ground.  And there is no 

other barrier that His love does not have the power to see undone.  Whatever differences you may have 

with the other people in this sanctuary, or the people in your homes, your schools, your work places, 

even at the grocery store or the park.  There is one thing that you have in common. Christ Jesus loved 

you so much that He gave up His life for you both to reconcile you to God.  God raised Jesus from the 

dead so that you both can know the greater hope that is yours through Him, everlasting life in perfect 

peace with God and one another in heaven. 

Don’t allow differences, as petty or as significant as they may be, to become walls or barriers 

between you and those other people.  View them not through the lens of what they have done to you or 

what they potentially could do for you, but rather through the lens of what God in Christ has done for 

you both.  Let your relationships flow from the peace that is ours in Jesus.   If they already know that 

peace, you can build them up in it and encourage them.  If, on the other hand, they don’t yet know the 

riches that are theirs in Jesus, you have an opportunity to become the greatest friend they’ve ever had.  

You can share the good news of Jesus so that they too may come to know the peace He brings and find a 

place in His household and a purpose in His temple. 

That’s the final purpose Paul points us to this morning.  Jesus has reconciled us to God and one 

another so that, consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 

God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.  In Him the whole building is joined 

together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in Him you too are being built 

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.  



As I looked across the street yesterday, at that stone retaining wall across the road, it struck me 

again how skilled the builders who make those walls must be.  So many rocks of all different shapes and 

sizes and yet somehow, they manage to fit them together into one structure.  How much greater and how 

much more striking, is the work of our God who is able not only to take a rag-tag assortment of people 

like us and fit us together with His Son and with each other to become a part of His temple on earth, but 

then also to use us living stones as His forward operating base from which and through which He 

continues the spread of His gospel message for the glory of His kingdom.  

In conclusion, I’d like to borrow from the first sermon I preached here, three years ago, which 

was based on the last four verses of this text: What an incredible blessing this is for us to hold, and what 

a tremendous responsibility.  We are God’s holy people, His children, built up on the foundation of His 

Word, formed together by the unifying salvation of His Son, for the purpose of glorifying His Name and 

spreading His kingdom in this world. 

It’s my prayer, brothers and sisters, that in our time together here at Shepherd of the Hills we 

will continue delving deeper and deeper into the foundation of that Word, and that we will continue 

growing closer and closer to God and to each other, studying His Word and sharing in the blessings He 

promises within it.  And as that happens, it is my confidence that God will be with us.  And by His grace 

our church will grow both internally and externally as God uses us, His holy temple, as His dwelling 

place.  To Him be the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 


